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SHE MAKES THE ROAD, STUDENTS WILL MAKE THE JOURNEY

It is nearing the end of her tenure as a principal
at Maha Bodhi School, but Mdm Chew Bee Lay's
office shows no signs of the slow emptiness that
office-leavers bring, Her desk is still stacked with
neatly drawn up timetables, and piles of that
dreaded, familiar, report card.

The physical lingering reflects the ongoing
flurry of activity that Mdm. Chew is still engaged in,
tying up loose ends at MBS. Indeed, her spirit and
continued hopes for the school was palpable
throughout the Saturday afternoon interview. We
spoke of tradition, and the juggernaut of a changing
world. I pen down some of these thoughts, and
personal narratives of Mdm. Chew here, to allow
fellow alumni a glimpse into her mind.

As an out-going principal who has been head
of MBS for nine years, and vice-principal five
years before, Mdm. Chew has spearheaded many
of the changes at MBS. To fit in with the times,
she says, she realized early on that MBS needed
to incorporate a more all-rounded education. Of
all such programmes introduced during her time,
Mdm. Chew believes that the introduction of the
aesthetic-focussed programme, LEAP, has made the
greatest impact. Students learn ethnic art forms like
the Tabla, Kompang and Peking opera. She says,
“parents in the past have tended to think that MBS is
more academic. But, in the 21st century, we should
look at the holistic approach to teach students. We
continue to teach basic skills—literacy, numeracy,
that's still prized. But we also want to put together
an arts programme so that students can have a
full appreciation for life”. She recalls being a proud
audience member of the SOTA recital of one of her
old students and can remember many more MBS
students who have come to find their innate talents
flourish under programme at the school. This, to her,
brings an immeasurable and tangible sense of
satisfaction.

Rote learning is no longer the sole guardian of
excellence, and in fact, may be detrimental to it
One understands, from talking to Mdm. Chew, that
appreciation of the arts, and the ability to adapt are

skills well prized in the changing primary school
landscape. “Classrooms have changed alot”, she
muses, “we cannot now prepare children for jobs of
the future, cause such jobs do not exist, I cannot train
my children to become doctors cause such jobs may
be easily replaced by machines decades later”. She has
instead helped to guide children by equipping them

with competencies, not content-based knowledge.

With all these changes, however, Mdm. Chew
believes that the MBS spirit remains a constant
that carries well throughout the times. To this end,
Mdm. Chew humbly acknowledges the work of her
predecessors, Mr. Chew and Mr. Foo, in helping to
shape just such a spirit. This MBS ethos is a nebulous
one, and Mdm. Chew says she cannot quite lay her
finger on it. It could be the students’ respectful
manner, manifested in a simple bow. She says,
students at MBS are “just different. Once i step into
this school, the Maha Bodhi bow has always been
there. Sometimes the greatest satisfaction I have is
when children outside of school without their school
uniform come up and bow to me. They remember
how to schow respect to their elders.” Indeed, Mdm.
Chew's priorities lie in inculcating virtues into her
students at MBS—"students don't have to grow up
to be prime minister or anything like that, as long as
the fundamental good behavior is there.”

At the end of the interview, I ask Mdm. Chew
about what she will miss most at the school.
“Everything!”, she exclaims, “the people, the children,
the staff, the alumni that I have the privilege of
working with, These are things that money can't
buy.” As Mdm. Chew embarks on another exciting
tenure, and MBS begins a new chapter, built on the
last solid one, we wish Mdm. Chew all the best in her
new posting.

Editor TAY YI WEN™
(Class of 2001)
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GROUP OF RESTAURANTS
» = £ H £ H

JUMBO. Bonding people through food.

JUMBO GROUP OF RESTAURANTS

JUMBO SEAFOOD

N? The bi in seafood
JMMB@?@ e big name In searoo

searoop # e East Coast Seafood Centre Tel: 6442 3435
e The Riverwalk Tel: 6534 3435
* Riverside Point Tel: 6532 3435
o NSRCC SAFRA Resort Tel: 6552 3435
Golf & Country Club
e Dempsey Hill Tel: 6479 3435
www.JUMBOSEAFOOD.com.sg
4 JPOT
@ Hotpot Singapore Style
NS . VivoCity Tel: 6273 3536
BOE Ko Tampines 1 Tel: 6532 3536

www.jpot.com.sg

% NG AH SI0 Bak Kut Teh

Authentic Teochew Style Bak Kut Teh

O] e Rangoon Road Tel: 6291 4537
‘ ¢ Marina Bay Sands

¢ Tanjong Katong Road

e Keng Lee Road

www.ngahsio.com

Tel: 6344 4537
Tel: 6250 4537

CHUI HUAY LIM TEOCHEW CUISINE
Authentic Teochew Cuisine
» w834 e Chui Huay Lim Club

I 1 . Tel: 6732 3637
www.CHLTeochewCuisine.com.sg

YOSHIMARU ramen bar

Traditional Japanese Hakata Ramen

« Holland Village Tel: 6463 3132
www.yoshimaruramen.com.sg
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YOSHIMARU

ramen bar
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cfa.:g:rpore Singapore Seafood Republic
%%%ce Singapore’s best-loved seafood

brands under one roof
* RWS Sentosa Tel: 6265 6777
www.singaporeseafoodrepublic.com

»~~ T\ JUMBO CATERING
JUNB® ° Catering Hotline
caTERIHG  ywnww jumbogroup.com.sg/catering

=

JUMB®
! eSiap !

Tel: 6262 2837

JUMBO eShop
www.JUMBOeShop.com.sg

www.jumbogroup.com.sg



